
Annual Review

2023



Table of Contents

1 About the NFBC

2 Board of Commissioners

3 Mission, Vision and Values

4 Niagara Crossings

7 Traffic Statistics

8 Statements of Financial Position

This publication is produced to comply with
the reporting requirements of the Niagara
Falls Bridge Commission’s enabling
legislation which states, “An accurate
record of the cost of the bridge, its
approaches, the expenditures for
maintaining, repairing and operating the
same, and the daily tolls collected shall be
kept and shall be available for the
information of all persons interested.” The
financial data contained herein has been
taken from the NFBC’s 2023 audited
financial statements. 



A B O U T  T H E  N F B C

The Niagara Fal ls  Bridge Commission (NFBC) was establ ished through
a joint resolution of the 1938 U.S.  Congressional  Third Session and
subsequent amendments.  It  is  l icensed to operate by the Extra-
Provincial  Corporations Act of  the Province of Ontario,  Canada.
Through a bi-national  appointment of an eight-member Board of
Commissioners,  Canada and the U.S.  are equally represented.  

The NFBC was original ly establ ished to f inance,  construct and operate
the Rainbow Bridge.  Its  effective management of that span led to the
addit ional  ownership,  maintenance and operational  responsibi l it ies of
the Whir lpool  Rapids and Lewiston-Queenston Bridges.  

Self-supportive,  largely through user fees (tol ls)  and private-sector
tenant leases,  the NFBC is  authorized to conduct international
commercial  f inancial  transactions and empowered to issue tax-
exempt bonds in the United States.

The Commission is  a strong proponent of the continued growth of
trade and tourism between Canada and the United States through
enhancements and investments to ensure the safest and most
eff icient f low of goods,  services and people over the three
international  crossings that it  oversees.  
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2023
BOARD OF
COMMISSIONERS
The Commission's eight member board consists
of four Canadian and four American
representatives. The American Commissioners
serve at the pleasure of the Governor of the
State of New York, and the Canadian
Commissioners serve at the pleasure of the
Premier of the Province of Ontario.  All officers
hold respective office for one year, until the next
Annual Meeting. During 2023, the NFBC had two
vacancies.
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M I S S I O N
To build, maintain and operate lower Niagara River border  crossings which
facilitate the movement of people and goods in a safe, sustainable and
efficient manner.

V I S I O N
To be a world class leader in cross-border operations,
enhancing the quality of life for our employees,
customers and partners.

V A L U E S
TEAM WORK

We promote mutual respect

and the pursuit of a

common goal.  

SAFETY

We are committed to creating

an environment focused on

the health and wellbeing of

our employees, partners and

customers.  

INTEGRITY
We take transparent actions

that inspire trust and

confidence.  

SUSTAINABILITY

We are committed to

improving the social,

economic and environmental

health of the organization.

INNOVATION

We are committed to

promoting new ideas and

embracing technology. 

PROFESSIONALISM

We take pride in our
work and pursue

excellence. 3



4

RAINBOW BRIDGE
2023 in Review

History

Built in 1941, just 1,000 feet downriver from the American Falls, the Rainbow
Bridge continues to be a major tourism gateway between Canada and the
United States, generating tens of millions of dollars of activity on both sides of
the border.  Offering 18 traffic lanes in New York and 16 in Ontario to facilitate
the flow of traffic for governmental inspections, the Rainbow Bridge is open 24
hours a day to passenger vehicles and buses. No commercial vehicles are
allowed on the Rainbow Bridge. The bridge is 1,450 feet long and sits
approximately 200 feet above the Niagara River. 

Throughout 2023, planning and design took place for various
refurbishment and security enhancement projects scheduled for 2024,
including the paint rehabilitation of steel and bearings at the approach
span joints.  
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Along with enhancements to various security components on the bridge,
long term planning for the Canadian plaza continued throughout 2023, The
renovation of the U.S. Customs and Border Protection Administration
Building was also completed.  

WHIRLPOOL RAPIDS BRIDGE
2023 in Review

The oldest of the three spans under the authority of the Niagara Falls Bridge
Commission, the Whirlpool-Rapids Bridge was built in 1897 and purchased by the
Commission in 1959. The two deck steel arch bridge spans 550 feet with a total
length of 1069 feet, and soars 225 feet above the Niagara Rapids. The upper
deck is dedicated for rail crossings, while the lower roadway is dedicated to
passenger vehicles only. In addition, the Whirlpool-Rapids Bridge is a NEXUS
only crossing, providing passenger vehicles enrolled in the NEXUS “trusted
traveler” program a quick and easy crossing. NEXUS is a joint program
implemented by the Canada Border Services Agency (CBSA) and United States
Customs and Border Protection (CBP) designed to expedite the border
clearance process for low-risk, pre-approved travelers between the two
countries. The Whirlpool Rapids Bridge is open daily from 7 a.m. to 11 p.m. 

History
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In 2023, strip treadles in the Queenston Plaza toll lanes were replaced
with fiber optic treadles.  Construction of the Lewiston Plaza was
completed in March, one month ahead of schedule.  

LEWISTON-QUEENSTON BRIDGE
2023 in Review
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Millions of dollars in trade value cross over the Lewiston-Queenston Bridge each
hour, representing thousands of jobs for both countries. Built in 1962, the bridge
sits 370 feet above the Niagara River and measures 1,600 feet long. The span
features five reversible lanes, which allow traffic flows to be configured based on
volume. The Lewiston-Queenston Bridge connects United States Interstate 190
with Highway 405 in Canada, making it an optimal crossing for both passenger
vehicles and commercial trucks.

History



TRAFFIC STATISTICS

10 YEAR WEST-BOUND AUTO TRAFFIC IN MILLIONS

10 YEAR WEST-BOUND COMMERCIAL TRUCK TRAFFIC IN THOUSANDS
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STATEMENTS OF FINANCIAL POSITION
OCTOBER 31, 2023 AND 2022
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STATEMENTS OF ACTIVITIES AND CHANGES IN NET ASSETS
FOR THE YEARS ENDED OCTOBER 31, 2023 AND 2022
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CDN CONVERTED TO USD AND COMBINED WITH USD



niagarafallsbridges.com

general_inquiries@niagarafallsbridges.com

United States

5365 Military Road
Lewiston, NY  14092
Phone:  716-285-6322
Fax:  716-282-3292

Canada

PO Box 395
Niagara Falls, ON  L2E 6T8
Phone:  905-354-5641
Fax:  905-353-6644

@niagarabridges


